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5 | L -Þþ Chron. Chap. v. Ve 15 


| Now the A of Reuben the firſt horn of Ira, ( for 
he was the firſt-born, but foraſmuch as be deſiled bis 
fathers bed, his birthright was given unto the ſons of 
Joſeph the 2 of Iſrael : and the genealogy is not to 
= -e reckoned after the birthrigbt. 


For Judah prevailed above his brethren, . and of him 
= came the a6 ruler, but the . was Joſephs ) 


H ERE are two things n in my 
Text. The firſt is, that Reuben the firit 
born, and heir ot the Patriarch, Jacob, 
loſt his Birthright by Inceſt, from "whence 
I ſhall make this Obſervation, that there may be a 
a og Reaſon for ſetting aſide a Perſon's Birth- 
right, according to the circumſtances of the Per- 
ſon, and the Reaſon for ſetting it aſide, or in other 
words, where the greater Good and the leſs Evil 
e ies on the Side of taking the advantage of the 
Perſons Forfeiture of his Right, either by his Crime, 
or by his Incapacity for aniwering the Ends, for 
the Sake of which he was inveſted with it. 
The ſecond Thing remarkable is, that tho? on 
he Failure of Reuben his Birthright was given to 
he Sons of Joſeph, yet when it pleated God, on 
he Rejection of Saul, to transfer the Kingdom to 
2 * Tribe, he did not regard the Rule of the 
Birthright, which belonged to Joſeph, as the Pſal- 
miſt obſerves, P/al. 78. 67, 68. Ve refuſed tbe 
5 abernacle of Joſeph, and choſe not the Tribe of 
ms but ny” the Tribe of Jn and gave 
A 2. the 
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the Kingdom to David, who was of that tribe, ac- F 
| cording to the Prophecy of Jacob, Gen. 49. 8. And ; 
| of this Tribe, of the Houſe and Lincage ot David, 
| our Saviour Chriſt was born. " 
1 The Birth of our Bleſſed Saviour, which we 
j commemorate at this Seaſon, may be conſidered, 
| either 1ſt. with reſpect to the Doctrine of the In- 
| carnation itſelf, or the manner of his coming into the 
ö World, or zdly, with reſpect to the End and De- 
| fign ot his coming, which was the Happineſs and 
| Salvation of Mankind: 1ſt. by making an Attone- i ' 
ment for our Sins, and reconciling us to God, and 
| 2dly, by inſtructing us in the true Knowledge and By © 
i Practice of the Will of God, which ought to be RF © 
| drawn from the pure Fauntela of his own Word, | 
i and not from the adulterated Streams of Opinions, =” 
3 or Parties, or of our own Prejudices, and biaſſcd t 
I Paſſions.  k 
[ 1 ſhall at this time take Occaſion from the Ob- i 
i ſervation made on my Text, namely that there may | 
be a ſufficient Reaſon tor ſetting afide a Perſonse 
[ Birthright, ro conſider the Knowledge and Prac- << 
| | rice of our Duty with reſpect to this one particu lo 
1 lar Point, yet fo, as that I hope what will be {4d 2! 
| on this Occaſion will be of the greateit Uſe to diy” 
| rect us in the Knowledge and Practice of the Wil 
2B of God in every other particular. 9 ad 
3 I need not tell you what great Occaſion hore i 
| for this at a Seaſon, when Chriſtianity, that is tru . 
| Chriſtianity itſelf is ſtruck at, not by Reaſon and AC 
=  _ gumenr, but by open Force and Violence from ou! ſtr 
Aadverſaries the Papiſts, who would obtrude a Princh _Ct 
E | ' wppon us, on Pretence of an hereditary Right, tha th. 
they may force us to ſubmit to the Dictares ani 


Traditions of Men, inſtead of the pure Word 0 
God, as the Rule and Guide of our Faith and Pracy 
= | Lice, on Pretence of an Infallibility, which has no 
1 — | Wär aA 


, DES 4; 

Warrant from Scripture, and confutes itfelf, ſince 
2 Popes deciding contrary to each other, can not be 
both infallible z nor can it anſwer its End, as we 
cannot be infallibly aſſured of the thing to be de- 
22 cided, unleſs we are ſo, that the Perſon who decides, 
is infallible z and unleſs we had an infallible Rule to 
= judge by, ſuch as the Seal of Miracles to the Rpoſtles, 
or a plain Declaration of Scripture, we may as well 
2 miſtake in determining, who this infallible Guide is, 
or whether there be any ſuch Perſon, as in under- 
= itanding the difficult parts of Scripture; and as to 
12 ſuch as are plain and neceſſary, we can not be more 
certain that we underitand the Pope or the Coun- 
ecil, than the Word of God, right. This high Pre- 
> ſumption has led them to take away the ſecond Com- 
mandment and divide the tenth into two, in order 
to ſcreen the Idolatry of their Church, to corrupt 
the Word of God, and to forbid the People to read 
it, or to uſetheir Reaſon in underſtanding the plain- 
eſt things in it, as if a Perſon ſhould deſire us to 
let him put out our Eyes, that we may ſee the bet- 
ter, or that he may lead us right, leaſt we ſhould 
loſe our Way. But as our Saviour obſerves of thoſe 


a TRE : 

other Pretenders to Infallibility, the Scribes and Pha- 
;;Friſces, whom the Governors of the Church of Rome 
ill are the exact Copies of *, except that they have 


added Idolatry ro their other Abominations; {f the 

j blind lead the blind, both ſhall fall into the ditch. It 
e was, my Brethren, by this glorious Light of the 
.z Goſpel,. that our Anceſtors diſcovered what a mon- 
ut ſtrous Structure they had erected on the Religion of 
act Chriſt, how unlike the beauty and Proportion of 


A * 


the original Building, It is by it we hold this in- 
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# ee Mat. 23. and Whitby's Notes upon it. . 
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valuable Treaſure, and whilſt we do, it will guard 


us againſt Superſtition and Idolatry, and direct us in 
the right Way to Everlaſting Salvation, that % 7 


gates of hell ſhail not prevail againſt us. And may we 


never betray this ſacred Truſt, but continue it faith- 
fully to ourſelves, and to our Poſterity. x 
But to return: A Prejudice in Favour of other 
Men's Rights, has the Appearance of Zeal for 
Truth, and Juſtice, but when carried beyond what 


the Reaſon of 'Things, and the Word of God al- 


lows of, it degenerates into ſuperſtition, and is pro- 
ductive of the worſt of conlequences. This has 
been our Caſe with reſpect to the Rights of our 
Frinces, in Favour of whom, an unalterable, he- 
reditary Right has been maintained, to the hazard 
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of the Proteſtant Religion and the Liberties of 


Mankind, and to the encouraging of our Enemies 


to diſturb our Peace. But it this Opinion were to 
take place on the Patriarchal Scheme, the Houſe 7 


ot Steward would have no more right, than the 


* 


Houle of Hanover, but there muſt be one univer? 


Hal Monarch of the World, the immediate Deſcen- 
dant of Adam, to whom this Right belongs. But 

Where is this Monarch? or who ſhall prove his 
Pedigree? The Abſurdity is ſo glaring, that the 


LW 


Patrons of this Opinion are forced to change the 


Foundation of their Scheme and to declare that the 
preſent Poſſeſſor has rhe beſt Right, till another can 
ſhew a better, which is plainly to confeſs that it is 
impoſſible to know, who has this Right; and ſince 
Men mult be governed, it is ſurely better that thoſe 
ſhould govern, who protect Religion and Liberty, 


than thoſe who would deſtroy it. 


If we conſult Reaſon and Scripture in this Mat- 
ter we ſhall find quite other Meaſures to govern # 


ourſelves by. There is no expreſs Law of God bind- 


ing to all Men in Fayour of an hereditary Right, 3 


though 


(9) ms 


= though the natural Superiority of an elder Brother 


over a younger, ſeems to be taken notice of inthe 


caſe of Cain and Abel, and the Succeſſion of the 7 


firſt-born was preſerved in the Fewiſh and moſt o- 


ther Nations, as a convenient, not an unalterable 
Rule, for the avoiding of contention, and the ſup- 


port of Kingdoms and Families. Bur God ſeldom 


interpoſed himſelf (and he interpoſes by his Provi- 


2 dence, as well as by Appointment) but the Rule 
2 was altered, as in the Caſe of Eſau and Jacob, where 
the Poſterity of the Elder, was to ſerve the Younger, 
of Saul and David, where the Kingdom was tranſ- 


ferred from one Family to another, of Adonizah and 


* 


Solomon, where the youngeſtꝭ ſucceeded by Divine 


Appointment. And this to ſhew, that God is the 


| | Judge, be putteth down one, and ſetteth up another. Pſal. 75. 
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7. and that the moſt High ruleth in the kingdom of men, 
and giveth it to whomſoever he will. Dan. 4. 27. Ac- 
= cordingly to remove all ſcruple, upon an altera- 
tion of Government, a Divine Command, delivered 
by the Prophets, and Apoſtles, enjoined the Obedi- 
= ence of the Subject to the Chaldean and the Roman 

= Emperors, not on account of an hereditary Right, 
= which neither Nebuchadnezzar nor Auguſtus had the 
lleaſt pretence to, but as St. Paul expreſſly ſays, for 


the Good of Mankind. Nom. 13. 
It is objected that Governors are ordained of God, 


and therefore are not to be altered by Man; and fo 
is every Law of God, but yet molt of chem admit of 


Exceptions, for the Good of Mankind, the only 


interpreted by it, as ſhall be ſhewn hereafter. But 
St. Paul does not ſay, that an hereditary Right, 
but the Powers, that be, the eſtabliſhed Government, 


whatever it is, is ordained of God, is brought about 


by his overuling Providence, which directs the evil, 
as well as the good of others, to the general Good, 


» : * 


reaſon for making any Law, and therefore to be 


and | 
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and the Exerciſe of their Power, in whatever hands 
it is, is ordained for the Good of Mankind, and 


therefore the Obedience of the Subject is com- 


1 


7 
. 


It is objected that the Primitive Chriſtians ſub- 
mitted ro Heathen, and therefore we ought, to Po- 


Piſh Governors, but we have now, God be thanked, 
A Proteftant Prince upon the Throne, by the belt ot 


all Titles, the merciful Diſpenfations of the Provi- 
dence of God to his Church, and the free Conſent 
of his People, for the Preſervation of their Reli- 


gion and Libertics, which is ſurely a better Title, 


than that of Nebuchadnezzar or Auguſtus, and there- 


fore we are bound to him, by all the Lawsof God 


and Man, and many of us by the moſt ſolemn Oaths, 
and what Funiſhment Perjury may expect, we may 


ſee by the Example of Zedekiah. Ezek. 17. 19. 


With reſpe& to the Submiſſion of Chriſtians to 


Heathens, Chriſtianity was not to be introduced 


into the World by the Violence of a few, contend- *y 
ing againſt their Governors, which: would have ob- 
ſtrucked its Progreſs, and have raiſed the greateſt 2 
Prejudice againit it, but by a Divine Power, ſub- 


jecting the Hearts of Men, by Reaſon and Convic- 
tion, to the King of Kings, and forming in them a 
divine Frame and Temper of Mind, in order to their 
Happineſs in an immortal State: A Diſpenſation 


which did not diſturb, but ſupported the temporal 


Government of the Woild, if Governors had kept 
within the Bounds of it. But the Heathens acted 
then, as the Papiſts do now, and put Men to Death for 
obeying God rather than Men. And God, who brings 
Good out of Evil, made uſe of the Perſecution of the 


Heathens, to carry on his own Deſigns in ſeparating 
the Gold from the Droſs, the Good from the Bad, by 


the Fire of Perſecution, in purifying and refining it in 
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1 8 (8) 
the Furnace of Adverſity, and ſetting up an Example 
co all future Generations of the greateſt Virtue, and 
the moſt inviolable Fidelity to his Worſhip and Ser- 

vice, and in giving the ſtrongeſt Evidence to the 


Truth of thole Miracles, which were wrought for 
the Proof of Chriſtianity. For no Evidence can 
be ſtronger than that of a Number of Perſons lay- 
ing down their Lives to prove, not their Sincerity 
in believing Opinions, in which Men may be de- 
ceived, but the Truth of their 'Teſtimony, to Facts, 
vhich they had ſeen, felt and heard, in which Men 
cannot be deceived, and this, without any one of 
them having ever confeſſed the Impoſture, to ſave 
his Life, if there had been any. 5 
However our Saviour, who came not to deſtroy 
but to perfect the Law of Nature, did not take a- 
way the natural Rights of Mankind to ſelt-defence, 
which he has wroughtt into the Frame of every Crea- 
ture, but regulated them, and taught us the Wiſ- 
dom of a patient Submiſſion to evils, which can- 
not be avoided without a greater evil, and the Vir- 
tue of it for the Good of others, as a Chriſtian Du- 
ty; and aſſured us of a Reward hereafter to ſupport 
us in the Practice of it. And as civil Wars and Diſ- 
turbances of State are of ſuch pernicious Conſequence 
to the Publick, there are few things for the avoid- 
ing of which, we ought to bear more. St. Paul tells 
us, Chriſtianity has made no Alteration, bur left us 
as it found us, as to our civil Concerns, - 1 Cor. 7. 
17—24. but with reſpect to private Chriſtians, he 
adviſes, of thou mayeſt be made free uſe it rather. And 
when that time came that Chriſtians in general might 
be made free, it pleaſed God to ſend them a Deli- 
verer, Conſtantine the Great, and then they, who now 
made the Majority of the Empire, acted in a differ- 
nt Manner according to the different Circumſtan- 
es they were under, when united to the State, 
: | 1 EE * - wacy 
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which they were under a double Obligation to ſup- 3 b 


Port, and might Claim the Protection of, as St. ;, 
Paul did, not only for their own, bur for the Re. h 
lief of their perſecuted Brethren: And when Licinius f. 
perſecuted the Chriſtians, inſomuch that as Eaſebiuu 


obſerves, the Eaſt and Weſt were like Night and 
Day, the one being overſpread with Darkneſs and 
Cruelty, whilſt the other enjoyed the Sunſhine of 
Peace and Proſperity, Conſtantine made no Scruple c 
of marching againſt his Brother: in- law for their b 
Relief, and when the Hand of Providence held fort! 
the means of their Deliverance, we don't find, the 
Chriſtians themſelves had any Scruples about join 
ing a Chriſtian againſt a Heathen Emperor, as we 
did a Proteſtant againſt a Popiſh Prince at the Re- 
volution, and the Providential Diſpoſition of thing 
at that Time, plainly ſhewed that we acted in it for 
the greater Good, which when all Things are duly? 
conſidered, ought to determine us in all, and does G 
in moſt Points, by a Force wrought into the very fr 
Frame and Conſtitution of our Natures, and diſtin. # E 
guiſhed by the Name of common Senſe. I with wem 
had all acted ſince the Revolution, as the Primitive th 
_ Chriſtians did at that time, who never had a Though. be 
of joining with his Pagan Subjects to reſtore Lia. or 
nius or his Heirs, but were thankful for their De. Sc 
liverance, and rejoiced in the Completion ot that te 
Prophecy, that Aings ſhould be the nurſing Fathers, be 
and Queens the nurſing Mothers of the Church. I ou 
49. 23. 8 18 4 
But there are ſtill ſtronger Arguments than theſe I ge 
and ſuch, as I think it impoſſible to reſiſt the Force L. 
of, if they are clearly underſtood, and impartially! E 
conſidered. For God mult have created us as firſt, M 
either for his own, or for our Benefit, ſince a Be. fir 
ing of infinite Wiſdom and Goodneſs cannot act, or 
but for ſome good End. For his own it could wy ba 
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be, becauſe being infinitely and independenly happy 


Zin himſelf and from himſelf, in the Enjoyment of 
4 * his own unſpeakable Perfeckions, as well before, as 
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ſince he created any thing, he has no occaſion forus, 
or for our Services, as though he needed any thing, as St. 


ages Acts 17. 25. It muſt therefore be for ours, 


to communicate his Goodneſs and Happineſs to his 
Creatures, according to their different Ranks and 
Capacities for receiving it; to the End there might 
be other Beings alſo happy, beſides himſelf, and 
Leno themſelves. And for the ſame Reaſon he con- 
| tinues to preſerve and govern us for no other End, 

but that he may continue to do us good. The Laws 
Wherefore by which he governs us, can be only the 


' b true Methods of making us happy, and even his 
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Puniſhments, and the Puniſhments inflicted on his 


| own Son for our Sins, and to be inflicted on Angels 


bY evil Men at the laſt Day, are only a neceſſary 
Guard to deter all his rational Creatures to Eternity, 
from running away from their Duty and from their 
Tae and to convince them by Experience, the 
moſt torcible, and effectual kind of Knowledge, that 
their Happineſs conſiſts only in obeying him and in 
A beingtike him. And conſequently all Laws Human 
or Divine, and particularly thoſe, on which our 
1 are founded, can have no other End or In- 


q I tention, but the Good of his Creatures, and muſt 


be governed by it and ſubſervient to it. Accordingly 
our Saviour has taught us, that whenever any Law 
J contradits this End, it is a juſt Exception to the 
general Rule, and that we are not to regard the 
Letter of the Law but the End and Intention of it. 
Thou ſhalt not kill was a general, moral Law, yet 
| Magiſtrates and Soldiers may kill without tranigreſ- 
# ſing this Law. No Words could be more general 
or expreſs than thole enjoining the Reſt of the Sab- 
bath, hon foalt do no manner of work, yet this Reſt, 

| . and 


and conſequently this hereditary Right, as give 
way to a greater Good. And though our Saviour's 
own Divine Authority in this Caſe might have been 
ſufficient, yet this is a Matter of ſuch vaſt Impor- 
tance to give light into the original Order and Foun- 
dation of all Things, and to direct us in the Prac- 
Lice of every Duty, and the underſtanding of every 
Law, that he has eſtabliſhed ir, by a greater Variety * 
of Arguments, than any one Point of Duty in the 
whole Goſpel. Thus he argues for Exceptions to 
all general Rules or Laws, when they contradict the 
Good of Mankind: ift. from the Nature, Good- 
nels and Example of God. Fobn 5. 17. My father 
Worketh hitherto, continues to do Good by Works of 
Creation and Providence at all Times and Seaſons, * 
and I work: Goye and learn what that meaneth, I wil - 
Have mercy, and not ſacrifice, and it would be well! 
we would learn what this meaneth, as it would be 
a greater guard againſt Juperttition, and a better 
Guide to us, applied to every Inſtance of our Duty, is 
2 It is by our Saviour to more than one. See Mat. tl 
9. 13. 12. 17. than all the Caſuiſtry in the World. E 
2dly, From the Neceſſity of obſerving ſuperior Laws, ac 
which are more for the Good of Mankind, as that is 
of Circumci ſon, and the Service of the Temp. e, and t! 
his own, and as has been ſhewn, and appears from 
our Saviour's arguments on this occaſion, the Hap- t! 
pineſs of his Creatures is the ſupreme Law, that A 
gives Law to all other Laws and Conſtitutions what- a1 
toever. 3dly, From the Nature of Things, and the k 
End and Intention of all Laws: Mark 2. 27. De G 
Sabbath, and conſequently Government, was made for tl 
man not man for the Sabbath, 'or for Government. tl 
And laſtly from the common Senſe and Reaſon of, g 
Mankind and the Practice of the beſt Men. a 
And let it not be objected that the Laws we are | C 
contending about are moral, or as I haye heard iron * 
this Occation, chat when an Authority, equal to 
our 


1 


our Saviour's, admits the like Exceptions for the 


Good of Mankind, to other Laws, we will admit 
them. For our Saviour's own Arguments appeal to 


the Realon of Mankind, and are drawn. from To- 


picks of Reaſon, equally affecting all Laws. He 


2 himſelf blames the Fews for not making theſe Ex- 
2 ceptions from their own Reaſon and Experience, 
'2Z before they had his Authority for it, and condemns 
them on this and other Occaſions for not making 
q a right Uſe of their Reaſon : Fudge not according to 
appearance, but judge righteous judgment. And why e- 
ven of yourſelves 21 ye not oh- right ? Luke I 2, 
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dation of domeſtick Government, the only Govern- 
ment which is from Nature, and the Beginning of all 
Order in Society, is not to be diffolved for every 
Cauſe, but yet our Saviour allows Adultery to be 


qa ſufficient Cauſe. All Laws are in part moral, that 


As to the other Objection. Marriage. the 55 


is, tend to ſome good End i 8 ot Inſtitution, 


the ceremonial Part bein 
End. And as to ſuch as are purely ſo, ſome of them 


we wF yas X\ 33 


only the means to the 


admit of Exceptions, as has been ſhewn above, that 
is, where the greater good and the leſs evil lies on 
the Side of the Exceptions: Some of them do nor, 
that is, ſuch, as no Circumſtances can alter or make 
the contrary good; for inſtance thoſe on which the 
Authority of his Semen over his Creatures, : 
and conſequently their Happineſs depends, of which 
kind is that, Marth. 4. Io. Thou ſhalt wor ſhip the Lord thy 
Cod, and him only ſhalt thou ſerve : And to obey God, ra- 
1 ther than man, in which our whole Controyerly wick 
1 the Papiſts lies, and which obliged us to proteſt a- 


Laa the Deciſions of the Church of Rome, which 
are directly contrary to the Word of God. Theſe 
Commands admit of no Exceptions: In them our 
Allegiance to our 19 5 Creator, his own peculiar 

honour, 
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to lay down our Lives rather than fall down, and | 
have ſer up, or deny him, who will not endure 4 | 
his glory to anotber, nor his praiſe to graven images, Iſa. 1 
42. 8. And if his Providence calls us to it, he bids | 
us be faithful unto Death, and he will give us a crown 


of life, Rev. 2. 10. And it is profitable for us to enter | [1 


into hell. Matt. 5. 30. 


Saviour, like the Error of the Manichees, is to fer Ml 
up an evil and malignant Principle to rule Man- 
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(14) 
Honour, and Service is concerned, and we ought al- 
ways to be ready and prepared, in the firm Pur- 
4 of our minds, to confeſs him before Men, and | 


worſhip the Idols, which either Heathens or Papilts | 


Rival in his Government, or in our Hearts, nor give 


into life, by a violent Death, rather than 70 be | 3 


I am perſwaded there are a great many who have 
a ſincere regard to the Proteſtant Religion, but as 
if they had forgot what they owe to it, have run | 
away with a Notion, from an early Prejudice, in fa 


vour of an indefeaſible hereditary Right, which it 1 I 
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appears, owes its Birth to neither Reaſon, nor Scrip- IF 7 


8 


ture, but was bred by our unhappy Diviſions, nur- 8 
fed by the ſame unnatural Parents, and taken up? 
from Prepoſſeſſion, the Company we converſe with, 
or the Books we read on one {ide ot the Queſtion 2 
only, without thoroughly examining it, which 
ſurely we ought to do, very impartially, before we 
venture to act upon ir, and change the happicit M8 
Country in the World from being the Aſſylum of 
the Goſpel, a Refuge to perſecuted Proteſtants, and FR 
the Seat of Liberty, into a Scene of Bloodſhed, 
Perſecution, and Idolaty. Toargue upon any other 4 
Principles, than what are above laid down by our 
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kind to their Deſtruction, and to open a Paſſage, 

to a Train of ſuperſtitious, and enſlaving Notions, 

as this of an indefeaſible Right, which can belong 

to hone, bur God himſelf, inſtead of that bene 0 
ä an 


* 


42, 39 


617 
and beneficent Being, who could have no other 
motive to give being to us at firſt, or to concern 
himſelf about us at all, but only the great, Godlike, 
one of doing us good, and making us happy. 

It was the Command of God to the //razlites to 
make no Covenant with the idolatrous Canaanites, 
and of St. Paul to Chriſtians, not to be wnequally 
yoled together with unbelievers, never in their Ido- 
latries, nor in their civil Concerns, if they could 
1 avoid it, without a greater Inconvenience, which 

ſurely we may do now, that we have the Laws on 
our ſide, and Arms in our Hands, a brave and gal- 
lant Prince at our Head, and a Cauſe, the beſt in the 
World, the Defence of our Religion, and Liber- 
ties againſt thoſe who are taught, that whoſoever 

'® killeth us doth God Service. I wiſh I could with the 
* ſame Confidence ſay, that we had God on our Side. 
Bur let us humble ourſelves under his mighty Hand, 
that he may exalt us in due time. Let us reform ourſelves, 


S 
3 


and add one to the Number of thoſe few righteous, 
p 4 that may ſave the City. Let us be firong and of good 
, courage, and contribute all we can to the common 
a Safety, our Prayers, our Properties, and our perſon- 


nal Service, not deſpairing of his Protection to the 
e Proteſtant Cauſe, though he may chaſtiſe us for a 
ſt· ſeaſon to check the Growth of Faction, Vice and 
o Impiety, which are riſen to ſuch a height amongſt 
d us. | | oY | 

d, But to flight ſuch Bleſſings as we have enjoyed 
er beyond all the Nations of the World, and to have 
ur ſo little concern for the free Enjoyment of the 
et Goſpel of Chriſt, the moſt valuable Treaſure upon 
3 Earth, as not to afford a fair hearing to a Queſtion 
of ſuch Importance to it, but to give it up to Fac- 
tion, to a Party prejudice, or a Reverence to Cha- 
racters, would be making ourſelves roo like the 
ys fews, who had a zeal for God, but not according to 
= o i knowledge, 
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